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Chapter President Les Pereira expressing the chapter’s 
thanks for the contribution of local employers. 

Recognizing all the past presidents in attendance.

President’s Dinner Photos



President’s Dinner Photos
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President Underwood drawing a winner of the evening’s 
research promotion prize, Vancouver Canucks tickets. 
Thanks to Engineered Air for the tickets. 

President Underwood telling the story of the Québec 
City bridge collapse and it’s importance to Canadian 
Engineering.
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 The ASHRAE BC chapter had another great 
presentation at our most recent dinner meeting. Feb-
ruary’s meeting saw about 50 people come out to hear 
ASHRAE president David Underwood deliver his 
presidential theme address. 
 It was also past presidents’ night and employ-
er appreciation night, a chance to recognize the efforts 
of the volunteers and employers who help put together 
ASHRAE events. 
 Mr Underwood’s presidential theme is all 
about making connections. He wants our organiza-
tion to reach out beyond the HVAC&R industry and 
connect with people from government and the wider 
public.   
 “Imagine if every ASHRAE member brought 
just one more person into our society,” said Under-
wood.
 In order to attract these people to ASHRAE, we 
need to share what brought us into the society.
 

 This means sharing the opportunities that 
ASHRAE membership provides; opportunities to 
learn about the cutting edge research, to build lifelong 
business relationships and friendships, and to contrib-
ute to the industry and community.   
 But we also need to appreciate that ASHRAE is 
a volunteer organization, said Underwood. 
 “Life is busy and getting busier,” he said. “Lev-
eraging technology to make volunteer time more effec-
tive must be one of our priorities.”
 Underwood also spoke about the need to en-
courage students to join ASHRAE. He talked about 
ways ASHRAE chapters are already doing this.
 “The Southern Alberta Chapter hosts a meet the 
graduates night in early spring,” he said. “The chapter 
encourages students to bring their resumes and get to 
know the industry players in a relaxed setting.”
 Students who get jobs through ASHRAE con-
nections will certainly see the organization positively.
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 When it comes to connecting with the pub-
lic at large, Underwood wants us to articulate what 
ASHRAE does for the public.
 “We need to increase public awareness about 
what high quality design and operation enhances 
everyone’s quality of life.”
 Underwood closed his address with a call to ac-
tion from the ASHRAE membership. 
 “I invite and encourage all of you to participate 
- to Make Connections- from volunteering, to attract-
ing members and to telling the ASHRAE story within 
our industry and beyond.”
 

 


